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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Mayor & Members of City Council 
   Chambers of Commerce 
   Stakeholders 

Media 
Date:   March 26, 2021 
Subject:  Update  
 

 
SUMMARY 
 
This month has been particularly busy with many great announcements and lots of 
vaccines coming into the country. We’ve delivered more than 4.7 million vaccines 
and have millions more set to arrive in the next few weeks and months. We’re 
delivering much needed support to the Provinces for Health Care and to 
Municipalities for Infrastructure needs. We will be delivering a budget on April 19th, 
2021 and have extended some of our COVID support programs to ensure 
Canadians get the help they need. Please see the entire report for a complete 
update on what’s happened over the last month. 
 
UPDATES 
 

Vaccines: 
 
Nearly 4.2 million vaccine doses have been administered to Canadians, and we’ve 
delivered more than 4.7 million doses to the provinces and territories. Now that 
four safe and effective vaccines have been approved for use in Canada, we’re 
working quickly to deliver doses to provinces and territories, so that they can 
vaccinate as many Canadians as possible. Already, nearly 4.2 million doses have 
been administered, and we’ll be receiving 1.5 million doses of the AstraZeneca 
vaccine from the U.S in the coming weeks, as well as over a million doses a week 
of the Pfizer vaccine through to the end of May. By the end of September, we will 
have more than enough doses for every Canadian who wants one. 
 
The Prime Minister announced we are now set to receive 8 million COVID-19 
vaccine doses by the end of March, and millions more in the spring and summer. 
We are working hard to send more vaccines to the provinces and territories each 
day, and we’ll continue to do whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to support 
people through this crisis.  
 
Pfizer is accelerating vaccine shipments by 1.5 million in March, and 1 million 
additional doses in both April and May, moving deliveries ahead of schedule. With 
Pfizer deliveries alone, we will be receiving more than 12.8 million doses between 
April and June, for a cumulative total of 36.5 million doses by the end of June. This 
puts us well within our timeline to have enough vaccines for all Canadians by the 
end of September. 
 
 

mailto:judy.sgro.c1a@parl.gc.ca
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We also reached a new milestone on Friday when Health Canada approved the Janssen 
COVID-19 vaccine for use in Canada. Between now and September, we will receive 10 million 
doses of the Janssen vaccine.  
 

Concerns about the AstraZeneca Vaccine 

 

Vaccines are one of the most important tools we have in the fight against COVID-19. After a 

thorough, independent review, the National Advisory Committee on Immunization has 

recommended that the AstraZeneca vaccine is safe for all adults, including those over 65. 

These are scientific recommendations made to provinces and territories as they make 

decisions about vaccine distribution and prioritization. All vaccines authorized for use in 

Canada are safe and effective. We encourage all Canadians to get vaccinated when it is their 

turn. 

 

March 11 to mark National Day of Observance for COVID-19: 

 

Almost one year ago, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 outbreak a 

pandemic, forever changing the course of our lives. In remembrance of the victims of COVID-

19 and the significant economic and social impacts of the pandemic, the Prime Minister 

announced that our government is designating March 11th as a National Day of Observance 

for COVID-19. 

  

On this day, we ask Canadians to join together in honouring those we have lost, and the many 

friends, colleagues and family members they left behind. We will also honour the many health 

care and essential workers who have put themselves at risk to keep Canadians safe and 

healthy, and recognize those who have experienced sacrifice over the past year, including 

children and youth who have missed significant occasions in their lives, and seniors who have 

been isolated from their loved ones. 

  

Canadians have shown remarkable resilience and strength dealing with the impacts of this 

crisis, and our government will continue to do whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to help 

them get through this difficult time. 

  

We’re on track to have enough vaccines for all Canadians before the end of September, but 

we must all keep working to slow the spread of COVID-19 in our communities. This means 

following local public health orders, avoiding all non-essential travel, washing our hands often 

and using the COVID Alert application. Together, we will beat COVID-19. 

  

Please see the following statement by the Prime Minister on the National Day of Observance 

for COVID-19. 

 

 

 

https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2021/03/08/statement-prime-minister-announcing-national-day-observance-covid-19
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Budget 2021: 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance announced that the 2021 Budget will be 

released on April 19, 2021. This budget comes as a result of thousands of consultations with 

Canadians from across the country on how to create jobs, grow the economy and strengthen 

the middle class as we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. We look forward to presenting 

this plan to Canadians next month.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release.   

 

May I also take this opportunity to express my appreciation to all those who participated in our 

Budget 2021 Roundtable consultations. 

 

Additional Pandemic Support for Healthcare and Municipalities: 

 

Since the start of the pandemic, our government has been working closely with provinces, 

territories, municipalities, and Indigenous communities to fight COVID-19, support Canadians 

and Canadian businesses, and keep Canadians safe and healthy.  

 

Some of you will recall that I had authored a report and submitted it to the PMO, Minister 

Chrystia Freeland and Minister Catherine McKenna with respect to re-branding the Gas Tax 

Fund and doubling the financial contribution to municipalities. I was therefore, pleased when 

this past week, our government introduced legislation that would provide an additional $7.2 

billion in support for urgent health care needs across the country, the COVID-19 vaccine roll-

out, and for local infrastructure projects in our cities and communities. 

 

The proposed funding includes: 

 

✓ $4 billion through the Canada Health Transfer to help provinces and territories address 

immediate health care system pressures, including addressing backlogs in access to 

care as the pandemic continues; 

✓ $1 billion as a one-time payment to the provinces and territories to ensure the COVID-

19 vaccine roll-out continues to accelerate and keeps pace with growing supply, and 

does not encounter any delays; and  

✓ $2.2 billion to address short-term infrastructure priorities in municipalities and First 

Nations communities. The funds would flow through the federal Gas Tax Fund. The 

federal government also proposes to rename the federal Gas Tax Fund as the Canada 

Community-Building Fund – aligning with our ongoing, productive working relationship 

with our municipal partners. 

 

To date, more than eight out of every ten dollars to fight the pandemic has been provided by 

the federal government. We will continue to do whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to 

support Canadians.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-announces-date-of-budget-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-announces-date-of-budget-2021.html
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Improving EI: 

 

Bill C-24 received Royal Assent, which will ensure we can continue giving workers the 

certainty they need should their job be affected by COVID-19. Through Bill C-24:  

 

✓ Workers claiming EI regular benefits are now able to access up to a maximum of 50 

weeks for claims established between September 27, 2020 to September 25, 2021; 

✓ Self-employed workers who have opted in to the EI program to access special benefits 

are now able to use a 2020 earnings threshold of $5,000, compared to the previous 

threshold of $7,555. This change is retroactive for claims established as of January 3, 

2021 and applies until September 25, 2021; 

✓ All international travelers who need to quarantine or isolate upon their return to 

Canada, including people returning from vacation, are ineligible to receive support 

from any of the recovery benefits for the period of their mandatory quarantine or 

isolation. These changes are retroactive to October 2, 2020. 

✓ As previously announced, individuals who would normally be exempt from the 

mandatory quarantine requirements under the Quarantine Act, such as health care 

workers who need to cross the border for work or truck drivers, are still eligible to 

apply following their return to the country. An exemption also applies to those who 

travel to receive a necessary medical treatment or to accompany someone who is 

travelling for such treatment and requires assistance. 

 

In addition to Bill C-24, new regulations to increase the number of weeks available under 

the Canada Recovery Benefits have now come into effect. This delivers on our 

commitment to: 

 

✓ Increase in the number of weeks available under the Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB) 

and the Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) by 12 weeks, extending the 

maximum duration of the benefits from 26 weeks to 38 weeks; and  

✓ Increasing the number of weeks available under the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit 

(CRSB) from 2 weeks to 4 weeks. Individuals can access these additional weeks 

through the Canada Revenue Agency beginning on March 18, 2021. 

  

By increasing the number of available weeks through EI and the Canada Recovery Benefits, 

the Government of Canada is continuing to support Canadian workers through the next phase 

of the pandemic recovery. 

 

Wage Subsidy and Rent Subsidy: 

 

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance announced that our government intends to 

extend the current Wage and Rent Subsidy amounts through to June. Specifically, the 

maximum wage subsidy rate for active employees would remain at 75% while the maximum 

rent subsidy rate would remain at 65%.  
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Lockdown Support would also remain at 25% and continue to be provided in addition to the 

rent subsidy. These extensions will help workers and businesses weather the next phase of 

this pandemic and come out of it stronger. Our government will continue to be there for 

businesses, whatever it takes, for as long as it takes. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. 

 

Support for Cultural Workers: 

 

Minister Guilbeault held a virtual event to announce further details about the $181.5 million in 

funding to support cultural workers announced in the Fall Economic Statement. This funding 

will support the planning and presentation of COVID-19-safe events in the arts and music 

sectors—including both live and digital—and create new jobs in these sectors.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. 

 

Affordable Housing: 

 

As the pandemic continues, the need for safe and affordable housing is as important as ever. 

That’s why we’re making smart investments in affordable housing to help the most vulnerable, 

strengthen our communities, and create jobs, and help boost our economic recovery. Minister 

Hussen announced that the $1 billion Rapid Housing Initiative (RHI) launched in October will 

now create more than 4,700 new homes for Canadians and their families, surpassing its 

original target of 3,000 homes. Through this initiative, we are making significant progress 

toward our goal of eliminating chronic homelessness in Canada and working to make sure that 

all Canadians across the country have a safe and affordable place to call home.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. 

 

Funding for Clean Water, Wastewater, and Storm Water Infrastructure: 

  

Ministers McKenna and Miller announced $69.5 million in funding for clean water, wastewater 

and storm water infrastructure improvements in 37 First Nation communities across Ontario. 

This funding is through the Green Infrastructure Stream of the Investing in Canada plan.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. 

 

Update to the Canada Emergency Business Account: 

 

The Prime Minister joined Minister Ng to announce that the deadline for new Canada 

Emergency Business Account (CEBA) applications is being extended from March 31 to June 

30, 2021.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/03/government-announces-wage-and-rent-subsidy-amounts-to-remain-unchanged-through-to-june.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2021/03/rollout-of-funding-announced-in-the-2020-fall-economic-statement-supporting-arts-and-live-events-workers-in-response-to-covid-19.html
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/media-newsroom/news-releases/2021/canada-provides-update-rapid-housing-initiative
file://///hoc-cdc.ca/Members$/BadawV/Shared/Staff_drives-Lecteurs_employés/WalshC.466/Documents/canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/03/canada-and-ontario-invest-in-37-clean-water-wastewater-and-storm-water-infrastructure-improvement-projects-for-first-nation-communities-across-the-.html
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The extension will allow more businesses pay their bills, keep their doors open and their 

workers on the payroll as we continue to deal with economic scaring from the ongoing COVID-

19 pandemic.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. Please share the attached 

shareables with your constituents.  

 

Investing in Made-in-Canada solutions to fight COVID-19: 

 

In recognition of Made in Canada Week, our first ever week acknowledging the Canadian 

businesses and manufacturers who stepped up in the fight against COVID-19, Minister 

Champagne announced major investments in domestic biomanufacturing facilities and 

equipment. 

 

Since issuing the Call to Action early in the pandemic to help meet the growing demand for 

medical supplies and PPE, we have worked collaboratively with over 6,500 companies big and 

small to produce hand sanitizers, face shields, medical gowns, and other supplies for our 

frontline workers.  

 

Since the outset of the pandemic, we have contributed to over 20 biomanufacturing projects, 

investing a total of nearly $1 billion for Canadian vaccine, therapy and biomanufacturing 

solutions to fight COVID-19. With these new investments, our government will continue to 

support and rebuild our domestic biomanufacturing capacity so that we can once again be an 

international leader in this space. 

 

Investing in Electric Vehicles and Good Paying Jobs: 

 

The Prime Minister announced nearly $50 million for the Lion Electric Company through the 

Strategic Innovation Fund. This investment help create more than 285 good jobs for Canadians 

over the next few years. It will also support the entire Canadian supply chain with 80% of the 

parts used by Lion Electric to build their vehicles sourced from almost 300 Canadian suppliers.  

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. 

 

Labour Force Survey: 

 

The latest job numbers from the Labour Force Survey were released, and Canadians created 

259,000 jobs in February 2021.  

 

This strong job growth has helped lower the unemployment rate to the lowest levels since 

March 2020, when lockdowns were in full swing, and brings us within almost 600,000 of our 

target to restore employment to previous levels.  

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/03/government-announces-extension-of-canada-emergency-business-account-to-help-small-businesses.html
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/icgc.nsf/eng/h_07683.html
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2021/03/15/major-investments-canada-and-quebec-electric-vehicle-battery-assembly
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As we begin to build back better, we are focused on strengthening workers’ futures by ensuring 

they have the skills they need for the changing nature of work. 

 

✓ For more information and highlights, please see the Labour Force Survey. 

 

Investing in Active Transit: 

 

Minister McKenna and Parliamentary Secretary Andy Fillmore announced $400 million over 

five years to help build new and expanded networks of pathways, bike lanes, trails and 

pedestrian bridges. This funding is part of the eight-year, $14.9-billion public transit investment 

announced earlier in February, which will help Canadians get around in faster, cleaner and 

more affordable ways, and ensures good jobs today while charting a path to achieve net-zero 

emissions by 2050. 

 

✓ For more information, please consult the news release. 

 

Funding for Canada’s Quantum Computing Sector: 

 

Minister Champagne announced funding to support Canada’s growing quantum computing 

sector. This investment of more than $40 million will support a $120-million project to develop 

quantum computer hardware and software systems, ensuring that Canada remains at the 

forefront of quantum technology development. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release.  

 

Funding for Inuit Land Claim Organizations to Address Food Insecurity: 

 

Minister Miller announced that our government is providing $8 million in funding to help four 

Inuit Land Claim Organizations address food insecurity in Inuit Nunangat. This critical funding 

will go towards food security relief programs to ensure communities and households receive 

the food they need when they need it. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release.  

 

Eliminating the 100th and 101st long-term drinking water advisory on reserves:  

 

We believe that everyone in Canada deserves access to safe, clean drinking water. That’s why 

in 2015, we made a promise to First Nations communities and Canadians to end the 

unacceptable long-term drinking water advisories affecting first Nations communities on 

reserves. 

 

 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/210312/dq210312a-eng.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-announces-first-federal-fund-for-cycling-paths-and-trails-across-the-country.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-contribution-strengthens-canadas-position-as-a-global-leader-in-quantum-computing.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/03/the-government-of-canada-provides-8-million-to-inuit-organizations-to-address-food-insecurity.html
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Together, we have made great strides in this objective, and we marked a new milestone by 

announcing the elimination of the 100th and 101st long-term drinking water advisory. This 

means that since our government came into office, clean water access has been restored to 

more than 5,850 homes and 430 community buildings in 73 First Nations communities.  

 

Despite new challenges stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, we remain committed to 

ending all long-term drinking water advisories on public systems on reserves and building 

sustainable, long-term solutions that meet the diverse needs of First Nations communities. 

 

As we continue to vaccinate Canadians and address the ongoing pandemic, our government 

will continue moving forward with investments to accelerate work on lifting long-term 

advisories, improve overall quality of life for Indigenous Peoples, and build robust and reliable 

infrastructure in communities from coast to coast to coast.  

 

✓ Please see the following news release or this one for more information. 

 

Upgrading 162 Ontario Schools to be more Energy Efficient: 

 

Ministers Wilkinson and McKenna announced that our government will be providing new 

funding through the Climate Action Incentive Fund to upgrade 162 schools in Ontario to be 

more energy efficient. Through a fair, minimum price on pollution, we will provide students and 

teachers with better indoor air quality, leading to better health outcomes for Ontario students 

and educators, particularly throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release.  

 

International Women’s Day: 

 

On International Women’s Day, Ministers Freeland and Fortier announced the members of a 

new Task Force on Women in the Economy. This group of experts will advise the government 

on a feminist, intersectional response to the COVID-19 crisis that provides every Canadian 

woman and girl with the opportunity to succeed while ensuring a robust recovery from the 

pandemic for everyone.  

 

The Task Force on Women in the Economy will be co-chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister 

and the Associate Minister of Finance, and will hold its first in a series of meetings in early 

March, in the lead-up to Budget 2021. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release. Please also consult the key 

messages in the news section below.  

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/03/in-partnership-with-first-nations-more-than-100-long-term-drinking-water-advisories-have-now-been-lifted-since-2015.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/indigenous-services-canada/news/2021/03/progress-update-on-the-government-of-canadas-commitment-to-clean-water-in-first-nations-communities.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-supports-cleaner-healthier-classrooms-across-ontario-by-reinvesting-carbon-pollution-pricing-revenues.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/03/government-announces-members-of-new-task-force-on-women-in-the-economy.html
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To ensure women have the skills and opportunities they need to build a stronger Canada, our 

government is also investing over $11 million through the Youth Employment and Skills 

Strategy (YESS) program to help more than 650 young women across Canada acquire skills 

training and find good jobs. This investment supports our commitment in the 2020 Speech from 

the Throne to create an Action Plan for Women in the Economy. 

 

✓ For more details, please see the following news release.  

  

Vaccine Community Innovation Challenge: 

 

Our government has launched the Vaccine Community Innovation Challenge to increase 

vaccine confidence among underserved groups. Under the Challenge, individuals and/or 

groups are invited to propose creative ideas for communications campaigns that will reach 

groups within their communities who have been disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic, as well as those who have faced injustices in health care systems. Twenty finalists 

will be chosen by an expert panel and given $25,000 to develop their ideas and launch their 

campaigns. A grand prize of $100,000 will be awarded at the end of the Challenge period. 

 

New Measures to Protect Foreign Workers and Prevent the Spread of COVID-19: 

 

Over the last few weeks, our government has worked to develop a tailored solution to 

accommodate the anticipated volume of Temporary Foreign Workers (TFWs) arriving this 

spring. We will be moving forward with a two-pronged approach to quarantine 

requirements for TFWs after March 21, 2021. This will apply to TFWs with work visas in 

agriculture, agri-food, fish and seafood sectors (a full list of eligible occupations is included in 

the backgrounder), based on their final destination.  

  

✓ Asymptomatic TFWs will be able to travel directly to their place of quarantine after 

getting a COVID-19 test at the airport provided they travel by private transportation and 

are accompanied only by others who travelled with them to Canada.  

✓ TFWs who will need to travel by public means to a secondary location upon arrival in 

Canada will be required to stay in a Government Approved Accommodation (GAA) and 

await the results of their COVID-19 test.  

 

Provided TFWs have a suitable quarantine plan and safe transportation arranged to their place 

of quarantine, the government intends to ensure employers and TFWs will not assume 

incremental costs associated with the three-day quarantine requirement at the point of entry. 

Workers will also be provided with supports on arrival and during their hotel stay. 

  

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/03/providing-women-with-the-skills-and-opportunities-needed-to-build-a-stronger-canada.html
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3089546-1&h=4125570315&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Fgrant-contribution-funding-opportunities%2Fvaccine-community-innovation-challenge.html&a=Vaccine+Community+Innovation+Challenge
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3089546-1&h=4125570315&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Ffunding-opportunities%2Fgrant-contribution-funding-opportunities%2Fvaccine-community-innovation-challenge.html&a=Vaccine+Community+Innovation+Challenge
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The Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion, Carla 

Qualtrough, announced enhanced actions to better protect TFWs and support employers. 

The Government of Canada is: 

  

✓ Working with provinces to ensure employers are well prepared to safely welcome and 

quarantine workers – including through safe travel arrangements to their place of 

quarantine, and with suitable isolation options for positive/symptomatic workers 

throughout the season; 

✓ Increasing and strengthening inspections of employers in agriculture, to ensure they are 

meeting their quarantine obligations and TFW Program requirements related to working 

conditions and wages, and providing more education for employers on their obligations;  

✓ Funding migrant worker organizations to provide direct assistance to workers affected 

by COVID-19 for the 2021 season, as well as working with these organizations to assist 

workers during the arrival process and throughout the season; 

✓ Improving the TFW tip line, with the addition of live agents able to offer services in 

multiple languages, who can help workers better communicate situations of 

mistreatment or abuse, and providing additional education for workers on their rights; 

✓ Improving coordination with provincial and territorial partners through a new central 

point of contact to ensure responsible authorities are able to respond quickly to 

emerging issues, including outbreaks.  

  

In addition to the announcement, the Government of Canada recently launched a pilot project 

to conduct more in-depth inspections of employers at higher risk of committing Labour Market 

Impact Assessment (LMIA) fraud and will assess compliance results over the coming months.  

 

National Infrastructure Assessment: 

 

The Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities launched an 

Engagement Paper on Canada’s first National Infrastructure Assessment: “Building the 

Canada We Want in 2050.” It sets out the purpose and benefits of undertaking a National 

Infrastructure Assessment and seeks input from the public, Indigenous Peoples, provinces, 

territories, municipalities, and stakeholders on three main priorities of the assessment: 

 

✓ Assessing Canada’s infrastructure needs and establishing a long-term vision; 

✓ Improving coordination among infrastructure owners and funders; and 

✓ Determining the best ways to fund and finance infrastructure. 

 

The pandemic has caused a severe economic crisis, making it even more critical to create jobs 

and accelerate growth. Coupled with the need to address the climate crisis and address 

disparities to promote inclusion, long-term and well-coordinated investments in infrastructure 

have become even more important. 
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As Chair of the House of Commons Standing Committee on Transport, Infrastructure and 

Communities, I am pleased that our committee will be complimenting the process announced 

by Minister McKenna by undertaking a study on the ability of targeted infrastructure 

investments to influence social economic and environmental outcomes and improve the lives 

of Canadians and underserve in vulnerable communities; that the committee examine the 

socio-economic profile of where infrastructure funding has flowed historically, and that the 

committee study the best practices in Canada and abroad for ensuring infrastructure 

investments reach communities most in need, including equitable internet access. 

 

Connecting all Canadians to high-speed Internet:  
 
Reliable Internet is not a luxury, it’s a necessity. Canadians rely on the Internet to help connect 
them to work, school, government resources, and loved ones – and as we continue to deal 
with COVID-19, reliable and fast Internet is even more important. 
 
That’s why we’re committed to connecting 98 per cent of Canadians to high-speed Internet by 
2026, and everyone by 2030. The $1.75 billion Universal Broadband Fund will grow 
businesses, and create good jobs, and better support Canadians living in rural, remote, and 
northern communities. 
 
Since 2015, we have invested nearly ten times more to connect Canadians to high-speed 
Internet than all previous government investments combined, and have already connected four 
times as many households than the previous Conservative government connected under their 
signature program. 
 
As we work to recover from the global COVID-19 pandemic and build a stronger, more 
competitive and resilient Canada, our government will continue to make smart investments in 
broadband that improve the lives of Canadians and businesses across the country.  
 

Helping constituents through a tax season like no other:  
 

The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) is working hard to assist people during these difficult 
times, as this is a tax season like no other. 
 
So far this year, more than 5 million Canadians have filed their 2020 income tax and benefit 
returns. While millions of Canadians are filing without challenge, we understand that many are 
still dealing with the impact of COVID-19 and that our government continues to support 
Canadians through the current public health crisis. 
 
We encourage all Canadians to file their income tax and benefit return on time. This is 
especially important for people who receive credits and benefits such as old age 
security payments, the goods and services tax/harmonized sales tax credit, the Canada 
child benefit, and payments from provincial and territorial programs. Filing online is the 
fastest and most secure way for Canadians to do their taxes. 
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For anyone who received the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB), Canada 
Emergency Student Benefit (CESB), Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB), Canada Recovery 
Sickness Benefit (CRSB), or Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) payments, these 
are considered taxable income, and must be included on their tax return. They have received a 
T4A (for benefits issued by the CRA) and/or a T4E (for benefits issued by Service Canada) tax 
slip in the mail with the information needed for the return.  
 
Filing before the deadline, and including all tax slips, will ensure that the CRA is using the most 
accurate information for calculating benefit and credit amounts. This will also help ensure that 
their payments are not interrupted. 
 
What is the deadline to file and pay this year? 
 
The deadline for most individuals to file their 2020 taxes and pay any amount owing is April 30, 
2021. To avoid late-filing penalties and interest, individuals should ensure that their returns are 
filed by April 30, 2021, and their payments are made by April 30, 2021.  
 
The deadline for self-employed individuals and their spouses or common-law partners is June 
15, but any amount owing is due by April 30. 
 
Qualifying individuals can make a payment arrangement. Interest in 2020 will not be charged 
until April 30, 2022 for individuals who received COVID-19 benefits and whose income is under 
$75,000. 
 
For more information on deadlines, go to CRA and COVID-19: Income tax filing and payment 
deadlines for the 2020 tax year. 
 

Plan to Reopen Economy – Recovery: 

 

We are continuing to work with all stakeholders to secure the future of our riding. We have 

ensured that our partners are taking full advantage of the established and fluid federal 

government (economic) funding/incentive programs as outlined throughout the past few 

months within these updates.  

 

Although we are bound by (Ontario) provincial regulations on when and how we can move 

forward, we continue to work together, all levels of government and stakeholders, focused on 

establishing local economic strategy(s), deliverables attached to these strategies, followed by 

action plans – some of which are being executed as we speak. 

 

I congratulate and thank all of our partners who are contributing to economic planning and 

recovery within their individual sectors, equally as important, strengthening our overall niche 

(Niagara) economy to sustain, enhance and establish new sectors based on the economic, 

environmental and social assets of Niagara. Together, Niagara’s contributions have been 

reflected in the Economic Statement, ongoing announcements, and are expected to be 

reflected within Budget 2021. If there are questions or comments, I encourage you to contact 

me to discuss. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/apply-for-cerb-with-cra.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/emergency-student-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/emergency-student-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/recovery-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/recovery-sickness-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/recovery-sickness-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/recovery-caregiving-benefit.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/topics/about-your-tax-return/making-payments-individuals/payment-arrangements.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/campaigns/covid-19-update/covid-19-filing-payment-dates.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/campaigns/covid-19-update/covid-19-filing-payment-dates.html?utm_source=stkhldrs&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=stkhldrmdssnhlpngcnsttnts
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Federal Government Announces Funding for Valbruna-ASW – Welland 

 

This past week, it was a pleasure to join Minister Mélanie Joly, Minister of Economic 
Development and Official Languages, to announce a repayable contribution of up to $5 million 
to Valbruna ASW Inc. (Valbruna), in the City of Welland. 
 
Valbruna-ASW is recognized as Canada’s only specialty stainless steel producer, unique in its 
abilities to refine high-quality stainless steels. This is what sets Valbruna ASW apart from the 
competition—an ability to continuously innovate, grow and create Canadian-made products 
while supporting local supply chains and jobs. We appreciate the support from the Minister and 
her team to allow us access to the Community Economic Development and Diversification 
(CEDD) program. I also want to extend our appreciation to the entire Valbruna-ASW team for 
working with us to access these funds. 
 
The (CEDD) program is one of FedDev Ontario’s core economic development funding 
programs. It aims to develop, diversify, and transform small and rural economies by promoting 
small business development, community innovation, and strategic collaboration. 

 

✓ Through the Community Economic Development and Diversification (CEDD) program, 
FedDev Ontario is providing a repayable contribution of up to $5 million to Valbruna 
ASW Inc. (Valbruna), towards a total project cost of $26.4 million, to support the 
company to adopt and integrate advanced manufacturing technologies that will improve 
its productivity. 

✓ This project will also support Valbruna to onshore a portion of its production from its U.S. 
manufacturing facility in Indiana to its facility in Welland, and grow its capacity to produce 
hi-nickel-alloys and stainless steel with improved characteristics.  

✓ This project, which is estimated to be completed by December 2023, will allow Valbruna 
to expand its advanced manufacturing capabilities through the purchase and installation 
of a new electronic arc furnace, porous plugs and scrap cars, and make improvements 
to IT infrastructure for the facility.  

✓ FedDev Ontario’s investment will assist Valbruna to become Canada’s only steelmaker 
with the capability to produce nickel-alloys and stainless steel with improved 
machinability, heat and corrosion resistance, and enhanced durability.  

✓ With this investment, Valbruna is leveraging over $20 million in private investment, 
commercialize five new products/services/processes, and will maintain over 110 good-
paying jobs and create 15 new jobs. 

✓ By project end, the company expects to double its local supplier purchases, resulting in a 
significant increase in domestic supply chain spending in regions like Hamilton, Niagara 
and Toronto, and increase its Canadian sales by nearly 19% and international sales by 
nearly 110%. 
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Great Lakes-St. Lawrence: 
 
March was a busy month for our work as a Great Lakes MP, and Co-Chair of the Great 
Lakes St. Lawrence Taskforce.  
 
As March 1st was the opening of Great Lakes Week, we seized the opportunity to bring 
profile to Great Lakes issues we have been advancing – including support of Lake Erie – the 
Lake with the greatest biomass. I spoke virtually at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, 
participated in a US Congress ideas exchange, and hosted a binational meeting with 75 
Members of Congress, MPs, Senators, and Great Lakes advocates. We held a consultation 
with the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, and several local groups like Niagara College, 
HOPA, and Brock University, on the Blue Economy Strategy.  
 
As a follow-up, I spoke in the House of Commons to again bring profile to local assets and 
projects such as the development of Multimodal Hubs along the Welland Canal and the need 
for a strong bilateral approach to resource management on the Great Lakes. 
 
Additionally, we are currently working with our partners on the following Great Lakes-St. 

Lawrence initiatives: 

 

✓ Canada Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: 

 

• To help restore and enhance the economic, environmental, and social value of 

the Great Lakes system by establishing a stable, long-term, and substantial 

funding envelope from which a coordinated approach can be taken on funding for 

projects intended to accelerate protections and the restoration of the Great 

Lakes.  

 
✓ The Establishment of a Great Lakes-based Freshwater Innovation Centre/Hub: 

 

• To promote a scientific foundation and seamless transfer of data, and best 

practices relating to freshwater and freshwater ecosystems by securing the 

necessary government supports, lands, and external private partnerships to 

establish a permanent Great Lakes-based Freshwater Innovation Centre/Hub, 

located in Niagara Centre, that would work in collaboration with industry, 

governments, stakeholders, labour and support communities. 

 
✓ Niagara Ports Multi-Modal Trade Corridor: 

 

• Over the course of the past few years, we have worked to establish a Niagara 
Ports Multi-Modal Trade Corridor. It is therefore, with pleasure to recently 
announce that Niagara’s federal and civic leaders, business and industry leaders, 
together with the Hamilton-Oshawa Port Authority (HOPA Ports), have come 
together to develop three Multi-Modal Industrial Hubs along the Welland Canal, in 
Welland, Thorold and Port Colborne. 
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This initiative is a positive and practical solution to a long-held belief that many of 
the region’s marine assets and lands along the Welland Canal Corridor are 
underutilized, and could be leveraged for positive economic impact, job creation 
and trade facilitation. 
 
HOPA Ports and other stakeholders are now putting this plan in motion, by 
making strategic investments, purchasing Hub lands, or entering into 
management agreements so that properties may be developed and former 
industrial sites brought back into productivity, along the Welland Canal Corridor, 
under the Niagara Ports banner. 

 
In order to succeed, each of the Hubs requires the inclusion of lands that 
Transport Canada has declared surplus. We are all working together to ensure 
the established strategic plan(s) is expedited. This strategy will strengthen 
Niagara’s ability to build back better. 

 
For more information on HOPA Ports – www.hopaports.ca.  

 
THANK YOU!  
 
May I once again, express my sincere appreciation to all residents, our front-line workers, 
essential service providers, government partners at all levels, businesses and students, for 
your ongoing efforts to help throughout these challenging times. We are in this together!  
 
Your daily discipline is extremely important to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19. Let’s 
ensure that we continue to be diligent!  
 
If you require any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

http://www.hopaports.ca/

